II

RECONCILEMENT WITH REALITY

BUT Gustav Stresemann the Romantic was born in
Berlin, and not for nothing did he come from the
heart of the German middle class. His idealism was
based on a firm sense of reality: he was alert and
unruffled in his recognition of given facts. His
romantic bias did not get him out of touch with life,
as often happens in the case of men born under more
southerly or easterly skies. His solid German for-
bears and his acquaintance with the struggle for life
left him a legacy of indestructible inner composure,
which served to regulate his idealistic emotional
adjustment and his almost agonised sensitiveness.

He would often speak of the two personalities
within him, whom he called the man of deeds and the
man of dreams.   In his boyhood his mother used
affectionately to call him Traumjorg, a name that later
on he proudly adopted as the tide of his first volume
of poems:  " Traumjorg:  Poems of Youth/'   But
he was a dreamer, in the eyes of the Kopenicker-
strasse, which regarded his efforts to reach another
world as an escape from the circle of immediate life-
interests.   However,  when  dreams  represented  a
cleavage between reality and appearance, an efface-
ment of the limit between desire and realisation, there
was not much of the Peer Gynt in young Stresemann,
His dreams took reality as their point of departure and
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